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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


Public  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit,  through  you,  to  the  Council 
this  Annual  Report  on  the  District  for  the  year  1949. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the 
housing  problem  in  spite  of  staffing  difficulties.  These  difficulties 
have  now  been  overcome  and  work  is  progressing  in  consequence. 

The  year  has  been  free  from  any  serious  outbreak  of 
infectious  disease.  A large  number  of  cases  of  measles  were, 
however,  notified.  Four  cases  only  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified, 
although  this  disease  was  prevalent  throughout  the  country. 

Much  of  this  report  is  the  work  of  Mr.  H.  Nield,  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  cope 
with  the  work  of  the  Department  during  the  period  of  staffing 
difficulties. 

In  conclusion,  may  I personally  thank  the  Committee  for 
their  interest  and  consideration  at  all  times. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  sincere  servant. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  AREA 

Area  (in  Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 77,089 

Population  (Registrar  General's  estimate)  16,620 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  according  to  the  Rate 

Books  ...  ...  ..  5,826 

Rateable  Value  ...  . . ...  £60,771 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £248  18  11 


Total  Male 

Live  Births  Legitimate: — 220  107 

Illegitimate: — 10  4 

Still  Births  6 3 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  res'dent  population 
Stillbirth  rate  per  1.000  (live  and  stillbirths) 

Deaths  (Registrar  General's  estimate) 

Death  rate  per  1.000  resident  population 

(Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  6.75) 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ... 

(per  1.000  live  births) 

Total  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  1.000  legitimate  live  births 
Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1.000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


Female 

113 

6 

3 

13.8 

25.4 

252 

15.1 
1 1.3 
21.7 

5 

18.1 
100 

39 

0 

0 

0 


Deaths  at  Various  Age  Groups  during  1949 

(Registered  and  Transferred) 


Age  Group 

Registered 

No.  of  Deaths 
Transferred 

Under  one  year  ... 

2 

4 

1 and  under  2 years 

1 

1 

2 and  under  5 years 

i 

5 and  under  15  years 

— 

1 

15  and  under  25  years 

— 

2 

25  and  under  35  years 

1 

3 

35  and  under  45  years 

5 

2 

45  and  under  55  years 

10 

5 

55  and  under  65  years 

18 

12 

65  and  under  75  years 

35 

19 

75  years  and  upwards 

82 

41 

Totals  . . 

154 

91 

5 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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SECTION  B.  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA 


Staff:  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

J.  S.  R ANSON, 

M.R.C.S..  L.R.C.P..  D.PH. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

H.  Nield. 

M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.l. 

(Since  1/1/47). 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

W.  C.  L.  Proud 
(Since  6/10/47). 

Sanitary  Assistant 

S.  B.  Saward 

(From  24/2/47—30/4/49). 

Part-time  Clerk 

Miss  R.  S.  Tatlow 
(From  10/5/48—10/11/49). 

The  Ambulance  Services  and 
same  as  at  the  end  of  1948. 

Laboratory  facilities  remained  the 
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SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

1.  WATER. 

(a)  General 

During  the  year  227  inspections  were  made  regarding  water 

supplies.  . . . , , 

16  houses  were  connected  to  water  mains  as  a result  ot  action  by 

the  Sanitary  Department. 

A special  report  on  a comprehensive  survey  of  water  supplies  in  the 
Valley  Green.  Bures  Hamlet  Area,  was  submitted  to  the  Council. 

116  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examination,  of  which  10  were  found  to  be  unwholesome  and  16  to  be 
below  standard.  Details  were:  — 


Source 

No.  of 
Samples 

Wholesome 

Below 

Stand- 
s l-d 

Unwholesome 

Public  Water  Mains 

56 

45 

6 

2 (Sible 

Hedingham 

R.D.C. 

Supply) 

Private  Water  Mains 

15 

13 

2 

— 

Public  Wells,  etc. 

15 

11 

2 

2 

Private  Wells,  etc. 

30 

18 

6 

6 

Totals  ... 

116 

90 

16 

10 

Details  of  the  sources  of  water  supplies  in  the  District  with  the 
population  and  properties  served  are  given  in  Appendix  A. 

(b)  Mains  Water  Supplies 

Four  Parishes  were  provided  with  sufficient  mains  water  supplies, 
and  parts  of  twelve  Parishes  had  mains  water  supplies  serving  special 
individual  groups  of  properties.  In  all,  approximately  36%  of  the 
population  of  the  Rural  District  had  piped  mains  water. 

Samples  of  all  mains  water  supplies  were  submitted  for  laboratory 
examination  quarterly,  as  a routine  procedure,  and  each  supply,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Council’s  Sible  Hedingham  water  undertaking,  was 
repeatedly  found  to  be  of  a high  standard  of  wholesomeness. 

Special  reports  were  submitted  to  the  Councd  on  the  Sible 
Hedingham  public  water  undertaking,  which  resulted  in  the  well  being 
closed  in  September.  1949. 

None  of  the  mains  water  supplies  was  treated  by  chlorination  or 
softening,  although  chlorinating  apparatus  was  available  for  use  as  necessary 
at  Earls  Colne. 

Progress  was  made  on  the  preparation  of  details  for  the 
comprehensive  water  scheme  covering  most  parishes  in  the  whole  District. 
The  borehole  for  this  scheme  has  been  sunk,  24  inches  in  diameter  and  305 
feet  in  depth  and  test-pumping  carried  out  at  the  rate  of  825.000  gallons 
per  day  for  14  days  and  rising  to  1 million  gallons  per  day  at  the  end  of  the 
test,  following  which  the  water  level  recovered  from  82  feet  below  surface 
to  20  feet  below  surface  within  5 minutes  and  to  10  feet  below  surface  level 
within  half-an-hour.  The  water  contained  440  parts  per  million  hardness 
(315  temporary  and  125  permanent). 


Details  of  mains  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  given  in 
Table  B. 
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(c)  Well  and  Other  Water  Supplies. 

12n0  of  the  population  of  the  District  was  served  by  individual, 
public  and  private  bore  wells  and  deep  wells  deriving  water  from  deep-seated 
chalk,  approximately  between  150  and  300  feet  deep. 

52%  of  the  population  of  the  District  depended  upon  unsatisfactory 
public  and  private  shallow  gravel  wells  up  to  approximately  80  feet  deep, 
surface  springs,  streams,  ponds  and  rainwater. 

Many  of  the  bore  wells  and  deep  wells  yielded  water  of  excessive 
hardness  and  iron  content.  In  many  cases  treatment  for  hardness  and  iron 
content  was  not  carried  out  and  householders  preferred  to  use  the  softer  and 
more  palatable,  though  polluted  and  dangerous,  shallow  supplies. 

The  shallow  supplies  which  derive  their  water  from  gravel  beds 
above  and  below  the  Boulder  Clay,  had  yields  which  varied  more  or  less 
directly  with  the  rainfall  and  were  readily  affected  by  drought.  Most  of 
these  shallow  supplies  were  unprotected  against  contamination.  The 

quality  of  their  water  was  unsatisfactory  and  the  quantity  insufficient  and 
variable.  44%  of  the  shallow  supplies  were  known  to  be  polluted  and  18% 
to  be  below  standard.  In  times  of  drought  many  failed  completely,  which 
then  necessitated  the  Council  stationing  and  replenishing  water  tanks  in 
various  parts  of  the  District. 

In  several  parts  of  the  District  many  householders,  including  Council 
house  tenants,  had  to  fetch  water  considerable  distances  to  their  homes,  a 
quarter-of-a-mile  each  way  being  by  no  means  uncommon. 

II.  WASTE  MATTERS. 

fa)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Of  the  39  Parishes  in  the  District,  only  5 Parishes  (Castle  Hedingham. 
Earls  Colne.  Sible  Hedingham,  Steeple  Bumpstead  and  part  of  White  Colne) 
were  provided  with  public  sewers,  and  5 Parishes  (Earls  Colne,  Great 
Yeldham,  Sible  Hedingham,  Steeple  Bumpstead  and  part  of  White  Colne), 
with  public  sewage  disposal  works. 

Schemes  for  the  Parishes  of  Castle  Hedingham,  Gosfield,  Great 
Yeldham  and  Sible  Hedingham,  and  a joint  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Bures 
Hamlet  with  Bures  St.  Mary  (Melford  Rural  District  Council),  have  been 
prepared  and  are  awaiting  local  Public  Inquiries.  Schemes  for  the  Parishes 
of  Belchamp  St.  Paul,  Birdbrook,  Bulmer,  Colne  Engaine,  Foxearth, 
Gestingthorpe,  Halstead  Rural  (Greenstead  Green),  Helions  Bumpstead. 
Pebmarsh,  Ridgewell,  Sturmer,  Toppesfield,  and  Wickham  St.  Paul,  are 
urgently  required. 

During  the  year  10  inspections  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Department 
of  public  sewers  regarding  nuisances  arising  therefrom. 

(b)  Drainage 

Drainage  from  properties  in  Parishes  not  provided  with  public 
sewers  discharged  either  directly  into  sewer  ditches  and  other  ditches,  or 
into  private  cesspools  and  septic  tanks,  large  numbers  of  which  discharged 
into  ditches.  The  considerable  numbers  of  polluted  and  foul  ditches 
throughout  the  District  gave  rise  to  serious  nuisances,  and  were  the  cause  of 
many  complaints.  It  is  essential  that  no  new  drainage  works  be  permitted 
to  discharge  directly  into  ditches  and  thereby  aggravate  already  serious 
nuisances.  Far  too  many  houses  throughout  the  District  were  still  without 
any  means  of  drainage,  and  occupiers  were  obliged  to  d'spose  of  slop  water 
and  night  soil  on  gardens,  allotments,  etc.,  which  was  in  many  cases 
unsatisfactory  due  to  restricted  space. 

During  the  year  113  inspections  of  ditches  and  watercourses.  145 
drainage  smoke  tests,  and  522  drainage  inspections  were  made.  As  a result 
of  action  by  the  Sanitary  Department,  23  premises  were  drained  to  public 
sewers,  34  premises  were  drained  to  septic  tanks,  27  drains  were 
reconstructed,  13  drains  were  cleansed  and  59  ditches  were  cleansed. 


11 


Special  reports  were  submitted  to  the  Council  on  the  condition  of 
the  watercourses  running  through — 

(1)  Castle  Hedingham  (River  Colne). 

(2)  Lamarsh  Village  (Lamarsh  Brook). 

(3)  Steeple  Bumpstead  Village  (River  Stour) 

(c)  Sanitary  Conveniences 

Only  a small  proportion  of  properties  throughout  the  District  were 
provided  with  water  closets,  even  in  Parishes  where  sewerage  and  piped 
water  supply  were  available,  and  far  too  many  of  the  existing  conservancy 
closets  were  privies  with  insanitary  pits  which  could  at  least  be  converted 
into  more  sanitary  earth  closets  at  very  little  cost. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  inspections  regarding  sanitary 
conveniences  were  carried  out. 

Activities  for  securing  the  abolition  of  privies  and  the  conversion  of 
conservancy  closets  into  water  closets  were  continued  during  the  year,  and 
as  a result  of  action  by  the  Sanitary  Department  58  privy  conversions  were 
carried  out  and  29  sanitary  conveniences  were  repaired  or  reconstructed. 

(d)  Refuse  Store  and  Disposal 

Public  cleansing  was  part  of  the  duties  of  the  Council’s  Surveyor. 
The  Council  possessed  2 refuse  collecting  vehicles  and  undertook  the 
removal  of  house  refuse  at  fortnightly  intervals  in  the  Parishes  of  Castle 
Hedingham.  Earls  Colne.  Sible  Hedingham  and  White  Colne,  and  contracted 
for  the  removal  of  night  soil  and  refuse  in  the  Parish  of  Bures  Hamlet.  In 
the  remaining  Parishes,  the  Council  removed  fins  and  salvage  at 
approximately  monthly  intervals.  Refuse  and  tins  were  disposed  of  on 
refuse  dumps  at  Bures  (which  was  also  used  for  night  soil).  Great  Yeldham. 
Sible  Hedingham,  Steeple  Bumpstead  and  White  Colne. 

There  was  a serious  lack  of  ash  pits  or  regulation  dustbins  throughout 
the  District  even  in  Parishes  where  public  scavenging  was  in  operation, 
and  at  far  too  many  properties,  including  many  of  the  Council’s  own 
houses,  occupiers  deposited  refuse  in  nondescript  uncovered  receptacles 
which  overflowed  on  to  the  ground  and  attracted  and  harboured  pests. 

Thirty-nine  inspections  regarding  refuse  accumulations  were  made 
during  the  year  and  as  a result  of  action  by  the  Sanitary  Department,  27 
refuse  accumulations  were  removed,  and  53  regulation  dustbins  were 
provided  to  properties. 

III.  PESTS. 

During  the  year  2 premises,  both  Council  Houses,  were  found  to  be 
infested  with  vermin  and  were  disinfested.  One  serious  fly  infestation  was 
dealt  with  at  a private  dwelling  in  which  the  roof  space  contained  seething 
masses  of  common  house  flies. 

Twenty-three  premises  were  found  to  be  seriously  infested  with  rats 
and  were  disinfested.  The  Council’s  public  sewers  and  refuse  dumps  were 
rat  disinfested  as  a routine  measure  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  requirements. 

IV.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Six  premises  were  disinfected  following  notifiable  diseases. 

V.  MISCELLANEOUS. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  visits  of  inspection  were  made  regarding 
miscellaneous  sanitary  matters  in  addition  to  6 smoke  observations  and  8 
investigations  of  nuisance  arising  from  the  keeping  of  poultry  and  animals. 

A special  Report  was  submitted  to  the  Council  on  the  Public  Bathing 
Pool,  Gosfield  Lake,  in  respect  of  which  the  Council  resolved  to  make 
Bye-laws. 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING  AND  WORKPLACES 

I.  HOUSING 

Very  considerable  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  both  in  the 
building  of  Council  Houses  and  in  the  reconstruction  and  repair  of  old 
cottages.  The  present  high  value  of  house  property  has  enabled  many 
cottages  that  were  formerly  in  the  demolition  class  to  be  thoroughly 
reconstructed  at  an  all-in  cost  of  considerably  less  than  that  of  a new 
house.  A great  deal  of  care  and  supervision  has  been  given  to  such  work, 
more  especially  with  regard  to  the  digging  out  and  making  good 
foundations,  and  thus  heightening  the  ground  floor  rooms.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  insisted  that  all  proper  amenities,  including  drainage,  shall  be 
installed. 

Many  of  the  houses  in  the  District,  old  and  new.  are  awaiting  the 
proposed  extensive  water  supply  for  the  District,  and  as  a temporary 
measure,  the  tenants  are  conveying  water  from  the  existing  public  wells, 
which  are  in  many  instances  sited  a considerable  distance  from  the  houses. 
As  far  as  possible,  any  drainage  being  constructed  is  designed  to  take  the 
greater  amount  of  sewage  which  will  be  resultant  on  the  provision  of  piped 
water  supplies.  There  are,  however,  instances  even  in  new  houses,  where 
the  existing  drainage  system  will  be  found  to  be  insufficient  and  will  need 
augmenting. 

The  policy  of  the  Council  has  been  to  give  some  preference  for  the 
tenancy  of  their  new  Council  Houses  to  families  living  in  unsatisfactory 
houses,  and  to  follow  this  action  up  by  representation  of  the  houses 
concerned.  Owners  of  such  property  attend  before  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  either  agree  to  the  demolition  or  are  given  a definite  time 
in  which  to  make  the  house  thoroughly  fit  for  habitation.  This  action  has 
not  only  induced  many  owners  to  reconstruct  their  cottages,  but  has 
also  undoubtedly  indirectly  induced  owners  of  property  to  commence  repairs 
to  avoid  action  of  this  sort. 

(a)  Bungalows  for  Aged  Persons 

The  decision  of  the  Council  to  build  bungalows  for  aged  persons 
will  serve  a most  useful  purpose.  Many  of  the  Council  Houses  are  tenanted 
by  two  or  even  one  person  only,  who  would  willingly  change  for  the 
tenancy  of  a bungalow,  thereby  releasing  a house  for  a larger  family. 
Formerly,  it  was  considered  that  there  were  enough  small  houses  in  the 
District,  but  as  these  are  owned  by  private  persons  the  Council  had  no 
control  in  the  letting  of  the  same. 


(b)  Demand  for  Council  Houses 

The  demand  for  Council  Houses  in  the  more  populous  parts  of  the 
district  remains  high,  but  that  of  the  outlying  parishes  seems  to  be  almost 
satisfied.  It  is  important  that  in  selecting  sites  in  the  future,  those  only  are 
chosen  which  will  in  the  near  future  have  supplies  of  water,  sewerage  and 
electricity.  Furthermore,  the  demand  for  houses  will  be  greater  where  they 
are  sited  on  or  are  close  to  bus  routes. 

At  the  present  time  many  small  cottages  are  being  thoroughly 
reconstructed,  and  in  many  instances  enlarged,  to  be  tenanted  by  families 
other  than  of  the  working  classes.  This  means  that,  more  and  more,  the 
housing  of  the  working  classes  becomes  the  problem  of  the  Council. 

During  the  year  58  Council  Houses  were  erected  and  52  are  under 
construction  at  the  present  time. 

The  Council  owned  651  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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(c)  Water  Supply  of  Council  Houses 

The  water  supply  of  some  of  the  new  houses  cannot  be  considered 
satisfactory.  Their  sites  were  selected  with  a view  to  the  ultimate  connec- 
tion to  the  main  supply  of  the  proposed  water  scheme  for  the  entire  district. 
The  preliminary  details  for  this  scheme  have  been  delayed  and  it  now  seems 
probable  that  the  supply  will  not  reach  these  new  houses  for  some 
considerable  time.  In  the  meantime,  tenants  of  some  of  them  have  to  carry 
water  distances  up  to  530  yards  from  the  existing  public  wells.  The  Public 
Health  Committee  have  therefore  considered  the  sinking  of  wells  on  the 
sites  to  serve  the  houses  with  water  until  such  a time  as  a main  supply  can  be 
brought  to  them. 

At  Sible  Hedingham  temporary  supplies  of  good  water  are  obtained 
from  Messrs  Rippers’  Works  and  Mr.  Gibson’s  supply. 

At  Great  Yeldham  a temporary  supply  of  good  water  has  been 
obtained  from  the  Land  Settlement  Association’s  scheme. 


(d)  Survey 

In  April  the  Sanitary  Assistant  who  carried  out  this  work  resigned 
and  his  post  was  not  filled  during  the  year.  The  routine  work  regarding 
this  survey  has  not  been  carried  out,  only  certain  houses  being  dealt  with 
for  defects,  having  been  surveyed  since  that  date. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  this  survey  should  be  completed 
without  delay.  Returns  supplied  by  the  Housing  Advisory  Committee  show 
monthly  a complete  series  of  blanks  for  the  district,  whilst  in  other  districts 
it  is  shown  that  the  survey  has  been  completed  for  a considerable  time. 

With  reference  to  the  returns,  it  should  be  noted  that  this  does  not 
represent  a true  state  of  affairs,  as  during  the  last  quarter  of  1949,  twenty 
houses  were  surveyed  and  each  quarter  a return  has  been  submitted,  which 
apparently  has  not  been  received  by  the  County  Office. 

The  appointment  of  a second  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  will  enable 
about  twenty  houses  per  week  to  be  surveyed  and  recorded.  This  at 
approximately  1,000  per  year  means  that  it  will  take  4 years  to  complete 
the  survey.  Such  a rate  of  progress  is  too  slow  and  it  follows  that  to 
complete  the  survey  in  two  years,  a third  Assistant  should  be  appointed. 


Housing  Report  of  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
(a)  General 

Housing  duties  again  had  to  take  priority  in  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Department,  and  a considerable  amount  of  concentrated  effort  was 
devoted  to  the  inspection,  repair  and  reconditioning  of  dwelling  houses. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  accommodation  in  the  District 
could  not  be  classed  otherwise  than  as  low.  The  District  contained 
numbers  of  houses  which  were  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and 
larger  numbers  which  were  seriously  deteriorating,  and  unless  they  are 
extensively  repaired  or  reconditioned  urgently,  they  also  will  become 
totally  unfit  in  the  near  future.  Throughout  the  District,  cramped,  low  and 
worn-out  cottages,  with  all  the  depression  of  darkness,  dampness,  lack  of 
air  space  and  ventilation,  absence  of  adequate  water  supply,  sinks,  washing 
facilities,  drainage,  yard  paving,  and  so  on.  were  far  too  commonplace.  On 
account  of  the  serious  shortage  of  houses,  considerable  numbers  of  unfit 
houses  continued  to  have  to  be  occupied,  notwithstanding  many  being 
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subject  to  demolition  orders  made  in  pre-war  years.  Several  of  these 
houses  fell  into  such  an  advanced  state  of  decay  that  habitation  was 
impossible,  and  they  were  vacated  and  left  derelict. 


The  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials,  and  the  high  cost  of 
repairs  in  relation  to  rents  of  houses,  making  the  execution  of  even  essential 
repairs,  apart  from  necessary  sanitary  improvements,  uneconomic,  was 
naturally  a very  big  obstacle  in  the  way  of  improving  housing  conditions, 
and  will  continue  to  be  so.  The  carrying  out  of  even  minor  weatherproofing 
repairs  to  many  cottages  in  the  District  often  absorbed  15  to  20  years’  rent, 
during  which  time  further  expenditure  inevitably  will  have  to  be  incurred. 


Certain  property  Owners  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  owning 
of  sub-standard  property  could  be  more  of  a liability  than  an  asset,  and  the 
practice  occurred  of  either  abandoning  such  property  or  of  conveying  it  free 
of  cost  or  for  a nominal  sum  to  tenants,  impecunious  persons  and  others 
having  no  knowledge  of  their  responsibilities  under  the  Housing  Acts.  In 
addition,  beneficiaries  under  wills  refused  to  accept  sub-standard  property, 
left  to  them,  realising  that  it  was  likely  to  be  a financial  liability. 


The  comprehensive  survey  of  all  houses  throughout  the  District  to 
determine  the  District's  exact  housing  conditions  and  needs  was  continued, 
and  as  much  progress  was  made  thereon  as  circumstances  permitted.  This 
progress  cannot  be  described  as  other  than  slow,  but  the  following 
circumstances  militated  more  rapid  progress:  — 

(1)  The  lack  of  existing  housing  records  and  the  necessity  for  the 
survey  to  involve  the  detailed  examination  and  measurement  of 
every  working-class  house. 

(2)  The  lack  of  clerical  assistance  and  inadequate  office 
accommodation  and  equipment. 

(3)  The  high  proportion  of  insanitary  houses  in  the  District 
involving  more  detailed  inspections,  more  lengthy  reports,  and 
the  necessity  to  prepare,  issue  and  re-inspect  notices  requiring 
the  remedying  of  urgent  items  of  disrepair. 

(4)  The  inspection  of  a large  proportion  of  unfit  houses  and  the 
preparation  of  schedules  of  disrepair  and  sanitary  defects  in 
connection  with  "Official  Representations”  and  requests  from 
property  owners  in  connection  with  re-conditioning  schemes. 

On  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  the  Council 
resolved  that  “in  view  of  the  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  and  the 
large  number  of  unfit  houses,  recommendations  for  Improvement  Grants 
shall  for  the  time  being  be  confined  to  those  applications  which  will  bring 
an  otherwise  unfit  house  up  to  the  standard  of  fitness  laid  down  in  the 
Housing  Act,  1949,  thereby  preserving  or  creating  a unit  of  accommodation. 


During  the  year  a special  survey  (details  of  which  are  appended),  was 
made  to  ascertain  the  size  of  families  occupying  the  different  types  of 
Council  houses  in  order  that  the  results  of  this  survey,  considered  in 
conjunction  with  the  applications  for  Council  houses,  would  serve  as  a guide 
to  the  particular  types  of  Council  houses  which  should  be  erected  in  the 
district.  This  resulted  in  the  Council  deciding  to  erect  bungalows  for  aged 
persons. 


15 


Size  of  Family 


I  Adult 

I  Adult,  I Child  ... 

I  Adult,  2 Children 

1 Adult.  3 Children 

2 Adults 

2  Adults.  1 Child 
2 Adults,  2 Children 

2 Adults,  3 Children 

3 Adults 

3  Adults,  1 Child  . . 

3  Adults,  2 Children 
3 Adults,  3 Children 

3 Adults,  4 Children 

4 Adults 

4  Adults,  1 Child  . . 

4  Adults,  2 Children 

4 Adults.  3 Children 

5 Adults 

5  Adults,  1 Child  . 

5  Adults.  2 Children 

5 Adults,  4 Children 

6 Adults 

6  Adults,  1 Child 
6 Adults.  2 Children 

6 Adults.  4 Children 

7 Adults 

7 Adults,  7 Children 

8 Adults 

8  Adults,  1 Child 

8 Adults,  2 Children 

9 Adults 

9  Adults,  2 Children 


i Otals 


No.  of  Families  occupying  Council 

Houses  with:  — 


•2  Bedrooms 

1 3 Bedrooms 

4 Bedrooms 

2 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

19 

96 

— 

21 

51 

— 

9 

47 

— 

1 

12 

. 

3 

77 

— 

1 

36 

— 

3 

12 

3 

1 

1 

58 

i 

— 

18 

— . 



12 

— 



4 

— 



27 

— 

9 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

6 

i 

2 

— 

3 

i 

1 

— 

3 

— . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 



1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

62 

505 

3 

The  following  statistics  give  details  of  housing  work  carried  out 
during  the  year.  A considerable  number  of  houses  were  actually  repaired 
and  re-conditioned  during  the  year,  in  addition  to  those  detailed,  but  they 
have  not  been  included  on  account  of  the  depleted  and  insufficient  Staff  of 
the  Sanitary  Department  having  been  unable  to  re-visit  all  houses  during 
the  year  where  Notices  had  been  served,  to  verify  whether  or  not  the  works 
had  been  carried  out. 


(b)  Inspections 

(I)  Inspections  re  disrepair  and  sanitary  defects  1.834 

12)  Houses  fully  surveyed  and  recorded  239 

(3)  Houses  cursorily  surveyed  and  recorded  746 

(4)  Investigations  of  Applications  for  Council  House  tenancies  46 

(c)  Notices 

(1)  Informal  Notices  served  requiring  remedy  of  dis-repair  and 

sanitary  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

<2)  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  9,  Housing 

Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  3 

(3)  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  93.  Public  Health 

Act,  1936,  requiring  remedy  of  housing  dis-repair  ...  12 
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(d)  Unfit  Houses— Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Houses  Officially  Represented  under  Section  11,  Housing 

Act,  1936  ...  

(2)  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ... 

(3)  Undertakings  accepted  (a)  to  repair  or  recondition 

(b)  not  to  use  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Houses  Officially  Represented  in  respect  of  which  “Time 
and  Place  Notices”  not  served  or  definite  action  not  taken 
bv  the  Council  during  1949  ... 

(5)  Accumulated  total  of  outstanding  Demolition  Orders 

(6)  Accumulated  total  of  outstanding  Undertakings  ... 

(7)  Accumulated  total  of  houses  officially  Represented  in  respect 
of  which  “Time  and  Place”  Notices  not  served  or  definite 
action  not  taken  by  the  Council  (December  31st,  1949) 

(e)  Improvements 

(1)  Houses  re-conditioned  or  repaired  following  informal 
action  by  the  Sanitary  Department 

(2)  Houses  repaired  following  Statutory  Notices  under  Section 
9,  Housing  Act,  1936 

(3)  Houses  repaired  following  Statutory  Notices  under 
Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

(4)  Houses  repaired  or  re-conditioned  following  statutory 
undertakings  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936 

(5)  Houses  demolished  following  Statutory  Demolition  Orders 
under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936 

(f)  Overcrowding 

Overcrowded  houses  existing  December,  1948 
Overcrowded  houses  found  during  1949 
Overcrowded  houses  relieved  1949 

Overcrowded  houses  existing  December,  1949  (Including 
7 Council  houses) 

(g)  Improvement  Grants 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants 
Improvement  Grants  made  ... 

(h)  Moveable  Dwellings 
Licensed  Camping  Grounds  ... 

Licensed  Moveable  Dwellings 
Inspections  of  Moveable  Dwellings 


55 

9 

nil 

17 


29 

41 

32 


60 

251 

10 

25 

10 


15 

14 

St 

20 


3 

nil 


13 

18 


II.  WORKPLACES  (Report  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector) 

Duties  under  the  Factories  Act.  1937  and  the  Shops  Act,  1934-1936 
had  to  be  somewhat  neglected.  On  the  whole  the  factory  and  shop 
premises  in  the  District  were  fairly  satisfactory,  but  too  many  were  not 
provided  with  sufficient  and  suitable  sanitary  conveniences  for  the  persons 
employed.  Details  of  premises  in  the  District  and  of  inspections  made 
regarding  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation,  drainage  of 
floors,  sanitary  conveniences,  safety  from  fire,  washing  facilities,  etc., 
were : — 


Premises 

No.  ill 
District 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Factories  in  which  Mechanical  Power  is  used 

56 

5 

Factories  in  which  no  Mechanical  Power  is  used  ... 

16 

14 

Factory  Outworkers  ... 

‘2 

2 

Shops 

105 

17 
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SECTION  E — INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(Report  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector) 

(a)  General 

Duties  connected  with  the  supervision  of  food  supplies  generally 
had  to  be  restricted.  On  the  whole,  conditions  under  which  foods  were 
prepared  and  stored  were  reasonably  satisfactory,  but  several  food 
premises,  and  particularly  registered  food  preparing  premises,  required 
structural  improvements  to  bring  them  up  to  present-day  standards. 

Details  of  food  premises  in  the  District,  and  of  inspections  made 
regarding  the  food  therein,  the  hygiene  of  the  processes,  and  the  structure 
and  cleanliness  of  the  premises  were : 


Type  of  Food  Premises 

No.  in 

District 

No.  of 

Inspections 

Bakehouses 

8 

2 

Fish  Fryers 

2 

4 

Food  Preparing  Premises  (Registered) 

15 

34 

General  Provision  Shops 

57 

11 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

8 

13 

Meat  Shops 

13 

74 

Restaurants  and  Hotels 

70 

13 

Slaughterhouses 

9 

66 

Street  Vendors 

' 

1 

Totals 

182 

218 

Seven  food  preparing  premises  were  reconstructed  during  the  year 
as  a result  of  informal  action  by  the  Sanitary  Department. 

The  Council  resolved  to  make  Bye-laws  for  securing  the 
observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection 
with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  sold  or  intended  for  sale 
for  human  consumption,  and  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  food  or 
exposure  of  food  for  sale  in  the  open  air. 

Two  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  found  to  be  of  excellent  quality  (Grade  I). 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year. 

(b)  Unsound  Food 

No  cases  of  unsound  food  being  exposed  for  sale  were  found,  and  it 
was  not  necessary  to  make  any  seizures  of  unsound  food.  Food  vendors 
co-operated  very  satisfactorily  in  reporting  suspected  unsound  food,  which 
resulted  in  the  following  commodities  being  voluntarily  surrendered:  — 


Beef 

58  lbs 

Butter  ... 

22  lbs. 

Cheese 

106  lbs. 

Fish 

98  lbs. 

Pork 

96  lbs. 

Tea 

7 lbs. 

Tinned  Foods  . . 

43  lb». 

Total  430  lbs- 
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(c)  Post-mortem  Inspection  of  Animals 

Details  of  post-mortem  inspection  of  animals  were:  — 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  Killed 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

1 

269 

No.  Inspected 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

140 

All  Disesases  except  Tuberculosis 
(a)  Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
Condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

(c)  Percentage  of  Number  Inspected  Affected 
with  Disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.428 

Tuberculosis  Only 

fa)  Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  Part  or  Organ 
Condemned  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

(c)  Percentage  of  Number  Inspected  Affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4.2  88 

During  the  year  the  Council  resolved  that  the  Sanitary  Department 
should  undertake  to  carry  out  part-time  meat  inspection  duties  at  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Central  Slaughtering  Establishment,  Bures  St.  Mary, 
Suffolk. 

(d)  Milk  and  Dairies 

On  the  whole  the  methods  of  production  and  handling  of  milk  and 
the  general  cleanliness  and  structure  of  dairy  premises  were  satisfactory. 
Many  milk  producing  farms  were  of  excellent  standard,  but  others  were 
structurally  bad,  and  there  was  a lack  of  satisfactory  milk  cooling  rooms 
and  washing-up  rooms  on  far  too  many  farms.  During  the  year  15  milk 
producing  farms  were  structurally  improved  as  a result  of  action  by  the 
Sanitary  Department. 


Details  of  milk  production  in  the  District,  and  of  inspections  made 
regarding  the  hygiene  of  the  processes  and  the  structure  and  cleanliness  of 
the  premises  were : — 


No.  in 
District 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Registered  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk 
(67  Wholesale.  24  Retail,  22  both)  ... 

113 

71 

Cowkeepers  ProducingTuberculin  Tested  Milk 

40 

2G 

Cowkeepers  Producing  Accredited  Milk 

1G 

11 

Licensed  Retail  Purveyors  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

8 

— 

Licensed  Retail  Purveyors  of  Accredited  Milk 

rr 

/ 

— 

Licensed  Retail  Purveyors  of  Pasteurised  Milk 

— 

— 

Approx.  No.  of  Milch  Cows  (producing) 

(a)  T.T.  Milk  ... 

763 



(b)  Accredited  Milk 

242 

— 

(c)  Undesignated  Milk 

514 

— 

(Total  1,519) 

Registered  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  (not  producers) 
with  Dairy  Premises  in  District 

G 

13 

Registered  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  with  Premises 
Outside  District 

4 

— 

20 


On  the  1st  October,  1049,  the  Council’s  duties  regarding  the  pro- 
duction and  processing  of  milk  on  farms  were  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  duties  in  connection  with  milk  premises  other 
than  farms,  and  with  the  distribution  of  milk,  remained  the  Council’s 
responsibility. 

S'xty-five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  of  which  12  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Details  were : — 


Grade  in  Milk 

Number 

of 

Samples 

Number 

Satis- 

factory 

Number 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Tuberculin  Tested 

10 

7 

3 

Accredited 

2 

1 

1 

Pasteurised 

6 

6 

— 

Undesignateu 

47 

39 

8 

Totals 

65 

53 

12 

2i 
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SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Except  for  the  considerable  outbreak  of  measles,  the  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  has  been  very  low. 

Again  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified,  and  the  percentage  of 
children  immunised  against  this  disease  remains  high.  Four  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  were  notified.  Three  of  these  cases  were  children  of  the 
same  family.  They  were  all  mild  cases. 


Oases  of 

Infections  Disease 

notified 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified 

to  Hospital 

Dead 

Erysipelas 

3 



Infective  Jaundice 

8 

— 

Measles 

500 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

12 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

4 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

— 

— 

Dvsentry 

1 

— 

. 

Total  c 

558 

4 

Tuberculosis-  Cases  Notified  during  1949 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 



- 

1 and  under  5 vears 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 and  under  10  years 

— 

— 

1 

1 

10  and  under  15  years 

— 



— 

— 

15  and  under  20  years 

— 

2 

— 

— 

20  and  under  25  years 

i 

2 

— 

— 

25  and  under  35  years 

2 

1 

— 

— 

35  and  under  45  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45  and  under  55  years 

2 



— 

— 

55  years  and  under  65  vears 

— 

— 



— 

65  years  and  upwards 

— 

1 

Totals  ...  1 6 

6 

3 

1 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  Male  4 

Female  2 

Non-Pulmonary  Male  I 

Female  2 


Total  9 


August  15th,  1950. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


SOURCES  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES  WITH  POPULATION  AND  PROPERTIES  SERVED. 


PARISH 

Totals 

Public 

Mains 

Private  Mains 

Bore  or  Deep  Wells 

Shallow  Wells 

Springs 

Streams, 

Ponds, 

3 

'■£ 

© 

Pi 

2 

ew 

O 

3 

fi. 

o 

a. 

m 

© 

'■2 

£ 

0 

£ 

O 

£ 

3 

a 

0 

e- 

© 

.a 

B 

p 

A 

© 

© 

s 

£ 

O 

£ 

P 

.2 

•3 

a 

0 

04 

© 

5 

3 

tk 

2 

o3 

5> 

U 

tk 

S3 

© 

U 

© 

a 

0 

£ 

a 

.2 

3 

p, 

© 

fk 

0 

3 

2 

© 

> 

2 

© 

£ 

O 

£ 

a 

0 

IS 

3 

Pi 

O 

& 

0 

a 

& 

£ 

© 

d 

> 

2 

CO 

© 

'•s 

© 

Gk 

£ 

a 

0 

S 

d 

*3 

Pi 

© 

ca 

© 

£ 

© 

£ 

a 

0 

£ 

A 

SB 

Pi 

O 

Alphamstone 

Ashen 

Belchamp  Otten 
„ St.  Paul 

„ Walter 

Birdbrook 

Borley 

Bulmer 

Castle  Hedingham 

Foxearth 

Gestingthorpe  ... 

Gosfield 

Great  Henny  ... 

„ Maplestead 
„ Yeldham 

Halstead  Rural 

Lamarsh 

Liston 

Little  Henny  ... 

„ Maplestead 
„ Yeldham 

Middleton 

Ovington 

Pebmarsh 

Pentlow 

Ridgewell 

Sible  Hedingham 

Stambourne 

Sturmer 

Tilbury-juxta-Clare 

Toppesfield 

Twinstead 

Wickham  8t.  Paul 

73 

89 

60 

146 

101 

1S3 

30 

190 

314 

119 

129 

198 

66 

75 

199 
267 

64 

21 

16 

76 
107 

33 

30 

141 

63 

172 

757 

102 

88 

61 

164 

52 

87 

200 

225 

174 

338 

262 

385 

113 

518 

860 

288 

393 

605 

171 

333 

679 

?02 

135 

65 

40 

224 

312 

98 

80 

417 

189 

426 

2290 

328 

266 

153 

495 

167 

238 

235 

14 

65 

31 

3 

576 

42 

180 

98 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

26 

23 

35 

60 

30 

22 

282 

21 

68 

72 

114 

210 

90 

78 

851 

62 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

7 

1 

4 

6 

4 

11 

5 

2 

8 

33 

8 

2 

1 

4 

5 

1 

7 

1 

3 

37 

10 

9 

8 

10 

3 

6 

8 

1 

10 

16 

15 

41 

18 

18 

13 

13 

5 

16 

7 

6 

16 

37 

15 

2 

4 

25 

32 

2 

21 

29 

24 

5 

118 

17 

23 

21 

26 

23 

7 

10 

2 

29 

61 

39 

119 

22 

49 

54 

10 

44 

45 

23 

•22 

64 

92 

46 

22 

10 

61 

92 

10 

58 

81 

76 

15 

354 

54 

70 

49 

78 

73 

38 

1 

8 

2 

S 

4 

3 

2 

3 

3 

1 

4 

3 

2 

3 

2 

5 

1 

5 

13 

7 

3 

1 

4 

1 

3 

28 

18 

4 

10 

13 

19 

8 

44 

15 

13 

30 

54 

29 

23 

34 

30 

9 

7 

3 

7 

10 

7 

6 

24 

18 

9 

70 

18 

8 

8 

10 

7 

9 

70 

66 

50 

115 

81 

86 

11 

166 

40 

75 

124 

128 

54 

48 

121 

85 

42 

17 

12 

39 

44 

28 

9 

112 

38 

97 

311 

83 

62 

18 

61 

27 

80 

190 

157 

145 

247 

211 

249 

88 

448 

162 

187 

354 

395 

137 

238 

409 

212 

66 

37 

30 

122 

127 

77 

22 

336 

110 

225 

942 

268 

187 

42 

183 

87 

202 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

3 

9 

1 

7 

6 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

20 

15 

5 

6 

5 

8 

5 

19 

1 

79 

7 

2 

16 

1 

3 

48 

15 

2 

77 

66 

3d 

12 

17 

17 

19 

11 

63 

3 

216 

23 

6 

41 

3 

11 

108 

45 

6 

234 

2 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

9 

10 

3 

2 

3 

7 

TOTALS 

For  area  to  be  served  by  proposed 
scheme 

4223 

12174 

348 

905 

9 

499 

1545 

17 

187 

625 

I860 

85 

698 

2400 

6892 

5 

48 

334 

931 

17 

41 

Bures  Hamlet  ...  — . 

125 

411 

87 

293 





__ 

1 

6 

19 

1 

16 

M 

77 

7 

8 

22 

Colne  Bngaine 

199 

608 

96 

279 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

8 

18 

59 

28 

46 

177 



21 

38 

89 

1 

4 

Earls  Colne 

605 

1824 

540 

1565 

1 

50 

204 

— 

2 

3 

12 



5 

8 

30 

1 

Helions  Bumpstead 

144 

394 

135 

375 

— 



— 



___ 

5 

8 

17 

1 

Steeple  Bumpstead 

254 

739 

196 

571 

• — 

— 

— 

■ 

7 

16 

46 

is 

40 

118 

. 

2 

6 

White  Colne 

108 

370 

63 

205 

" 

4 

12 

22 

15 

30 

134 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

6 

TOTALS 

For  whole  District 

5658 

16520 

1465 

4193 

10 

549 

1749 

17 

209 

880 

2018 

86 

682 

2556 

7443 

5 

78 

385 

1058 

23 

69 

